Kessinger/Hunter may affiliate with brokerage network
BY JIM DAVIS
STAFF WRITER
Kessinger/Hunter & Co., which ranks
No. 2 on The Business Journal’s list of the
Top 25 area commercial real estate companies, is close to affiliating with Cushman &
Wakefield Inc., a powerful international
consortium.
John DeHardt, a Kessinger/Hunter principal, said he couldn’t comment on the
negotiations. Officials at Cushman &
Wakefield’s headquarters in New York
declined to comment but said a news conference is scheduled for Sept. 5.
Kessinger/Hunter has been part of the
GVA Worldwide network since 1995.
Other local commercial real estate executives said aligning with Cushman &
Wakefield
would
strengthen
Kessinger/Hunter.
R. Lee Harris, president of Cohen-Esrey
Real Estate Services Inc., said the affiliation
would
generate
referrals
for
Kessinger/Hunter’s brokers. With the real

estate market in the doldrums, Harris said,
this activity could make an important difference.
Kessinger/Hunter’s customers, in turn,
would get a certified outlet to conduct business elsewhere through other Cushman &
Wakefield offices. The nearest is in St.
Louis.
The question for Kessinger/Hunter,
Harris said, is whether the affiliation is costeffective.
Harris, whose commercial real estate
company leads The Business Journal’s list,
said he talked within the past 90 days about
becoming a Cushman & Wakefield affiliate.
But the cost was too great: $5,000 a year for
each industrial, office and investment broker. Cushman & Wakefield doesn’t have a
substantial retail practice, Harris said.
Kessinger/Hunter has 55 licensed
agents, according to The Business Journal’s
list. Including all these people in Cushman
& Wakefield’s program would cost
$275,000 annually.
Kansas City isn’t large enough for Cohen-

Esrey to generate enough referrals to justify
the Cushman & Wakefield affiliation
expense, Harris said.
But a growing number of commercial
real estate companies, including CohenEsrey, have joined national groups. CohenEsrey has been part of the New America
Network since 1996. This affiliation annually costs $40,000 to $50,000, plus a share of
commissions on deals conducted through
the group. Harris said New America generates about a dozen transactions a year for
Cohen-Esrey.
Rick Baier, managing director of CB
Richard Ellis Inc.’s office in Kansas City,
said many institutional real estate owners
want to work with service providers like CB
that have offices in most large cities.
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Other Kansas City affiliates
Grubb & Ellis/The Winbury Group, which
became part of the Chicago-based Grubb &
Ellis network in 1997.
REACH JIM DAVIS at 816-421-5900 or by
e-mail at jdavis@bizjournals.com.

Edgar and sons will form own firm on the Plaza
John M. Edgar and his sons are leaving
Humphrey Farrington McClain & Edgar PC
to form the Edgar Law Firm LLC.
John M. Edgar, John F. Edgar, David
Edgar and David Frank will remain at the
4520 Main St. location on the Plaza, where
the Humphrey firm had an office.
The move, which the elder Edgar described
as amicable, was based on geographic and
practice differences with the Independence
office. The deal was finalized Aug. 28.

“We just felt the core of our practice was
different than the Independence office,” the
senior Edgar said. “There is also a large geographic difference. We just felt it was a
good opportunity and time to establish
ourselves independently.”
The Independence branch of the
Humphrey firm focuses on tobacco and
asbestos cases, whereas the Plaza location
specializes in business litigation and torts.
“It will be business as usual,” John F.

Edgar said. “We won’t miss a beat.”
Kenneth McClain, a partner at the
Humphrey firm, said he enjoyed practicing
with John M. and John F. Edgar.
“However, John Senior’s practice was
focused in the Kansas City business community, and mine was focused on toxic
torts nationwide, and the hope for integration between our practices had not materialized,” he said. “I wish them well.”
— Katherine Bontrager
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