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Building A Better Bar

Jnim M. Edgar has watched the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association grow
into one of the largest professional organizations in the area over the last 30
years. Now, newly installed as KCMBA President for 2002, Edgar plans 1o make
the Bar even better.

“My top goal is to enhance the membership of this organization. ™ Edgar said
aflter assuming his new duties at the KCMBA's 117th Annual Meeting on Dec. 7
“We're the third- largest professional organization in Kansas City, and we want to
have an even greater impact. “This is a tremendous opportunity to serve as Presi-
dent of the KCMBA. 1 look forward to working with the membership, with the
Board of Directors, and with Rae Jean MeCall and her stalf.

" Edgar continued. *The KCMBA does
so many greal things in the community. In 2002, we want to continue with programs,
such as the Summer Law Internship Program and the Ask- A- Lawyer Telethon.

“We want to continue to expand our membership base, both geographically in
outlying counties in Missouri and in Wyandotte and Johnson counties in Kansas,

“It is more than just membership numbers,

and also in terms of practice diversity.

“The result will be to enhance the stature of the Bar in the community, in the
profession and among our members. We hope to convey the benefits of member-
ship to all lawyers, and we hope that more members will become more active.”

McCall, Executive Director of the KCMBA, says Edgar’s experience working
with other organizations will serve the KCMBA well.

**John has had a lot of success helping a number of groups advance their agen-
das, ™ MeCall says. “He sels goals, helps others perceive the value of the objec-
tives and gathers the support he needs to achieve those goals. We just wrapped up
a great year with Steve Millin as President, and 'm looking forward to working

{continued on next page)

Meet the KCVMIBA Staff

Debbie Skaggs, Public Service Projects Coordinator

he Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association and the

Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation sponsor,
produce and participate in a wide variety of public
service projects each year. Debbie Skaggs, who joined
the KCMBA in March 2000, is the stall member who
coordinates each of those projects.

They include the annual LEAP Mardi Gras luncheon, the Silent Auction
the Summer Law Internship Program, the
National Health
Care Decisions Week, the Voice of Justice program and the Fellows of the

at the Bench- Bar Conference,
Domestic YViolence Conference, the annual Blood Dvive,

Nailling Society ( just to mention a few) .

Debbie.
Bar, offers a unique perspective when asked to name what she enjoys most
“I still get to deal with all the judges and attor-

who worked as a legal secretary for 11 years before joining the

aboul working for the Bar:
neys, with no dictation involved!™ she says.

Debbie and her husband, Jim, have been marvied for 16 vears and have
three children, David, Steven and Michael. When she's not coordinating
public service projects, Debbie says, she gets her greatest enjoyment
spending as much time as possible with her children going to the movies,
swimming and bowling. And she loves walching [oothall, especially the

Chiefs!

www.kcmba.org



with John to make 2002 even better,”
A eivie leader in our community,
Fdgar is very familiar with associa-
tions, boards and their workings.
“I've come to know the KECMBA and
the profession very well, 7 he said. “The
hest practices of other civie groups in

John M.
Edgar poses

Lo meet the

David W. new

Edgar (left)

-
and John F.
Edgar. All preSldent‘ . =
three work for

the law firm

of Humphrey,

Farrington,

McClain &

Edgar, P.C.

which | have had involvement will guide
us in making this Bar even better”
Edgar has been active in civic
activities for a number of years. He is
beginning his third vear as Chairman
of the Economic Development Corpo-

{continued on page 4)

Order Your 2002
Bar Directories!
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Over 7,000 Attorney Listings including addresses, phone and fax numbers
Over 800 Firm and Business Listings, Including Attorney Rosters
Complete Listings of Courts, Legal Agencies and Associations

Bar Directory Advance Order Form

All KCMEA members will receive one complimentary copy.
Don't forget extra copies for your support staff!

Mame._

E-mail

Firm/Business
Address

City/State /ZIP

Telephone Fax

Please send copies of the 2002 Bar Directory.
Member Price: $28.12; Non-Member Price: 5§52.10
Prices include shipping charge and tax. Pick up your

Bar Directories at the Bar Center and save $2 per copy.

Enclosed is my check for $
Please charge to my credit card:

Card # Expiration Date

Signature

Credit Card orders may be faxed to (816) 474-0103.
Mail check payments to KCMBA, 1125 Grand, Suite 400, KCMO 64106,
* Please allow two weeks for delivery after publication. »
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TOM BAKER
MEDIATOR

Tt neally does kelt to
have a mediator who has
the expenience o necoguiye

the value of a cace.
45 YEARS IN THE COURTROOM

Missouri (816) 471-2121
Kansas (913) 451-6752

www.kemba.org
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{continued from page 3)

John M. Edgar and family.

ration. He also serves on the boards of directors of the Grealer Kansas l':i[} Cham-

ber of Commerce, the Kansas City Area Development Council, and the Heart of
America Council of the Boy Scouts of America.
He recently completed serviee as the founding Co- Chairman of the Kansas City Area

Life Sciences Institute and as a member of the Civie Couneil of Greater Kansas City,

Want to land a good resuit
for your client?

VINCENT ‘MIKE’ IGOE

Mediation—Arbitration

816-781-4788
816-792-2807 Fax

References upon request

“These responsibilities are very rewarding. 1 enjoy putting
something back into the community that has been so good to
me and to my Family, " Edgar responded when asked abou
demands on his time, “With assistance from my stafl and the
KCMBA stalf, we can achieve a great deal.”

Edgar joined the law firm of Humphrey, Farrington,
MeClain & Edgar, P, in March 2001 as a shareholder. The
firm is based in Independence and recently opened a second
of fice in Kansas City, Mo., on the Country Club Plaza.

"'I enjoy putting something back
into the community that has been
so good to me and to my family."’

*1 had worked with Ken MeClain at Stinson Mag from 1982 10
1985. We had a deep professional respect for each other,”
Edgar said. “It also provided me with an opportunity to work with
both of my sons. ™ David Edgar and John F. Edgar.

The younger Edgars were schooled early in the prolession
of law, Edgar said.

“My wife, Mary, took them to my closing arguments as
they were growing up, " Fdgar says. “Eventually they would

{continued on page 22)
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Meet the New President...

{continued from page 4)

attend entire trials. We all work together on the same cases
today.”

Some people thought that John F. Edgar’s time at the firm
r1|ig]1t be cul short as a result of his jTI'||]1'.t'.~‘.4|1mIEuI1 of his
father at the 2001 Bench- Bar Conference, but his lather
took it all in stride.

“1 think that was probably the funniest experience 1 have
had, ™ Edgar recalled, laughing.

Edgar has been a member of the KCMBA since shortly
after his graduation from the UMKC School of Law in 19685,

“I've always enjoyed the camaraderie of the Bar, the
mentoring done by experienced lawyers, and the network-
ing,
strength of the Bar. Members have almost unlimited net-
working opportunities including mentoring, client referrals,

" said I'ngl'. *Networking may well be the greates

employment opportunities and social opportunities,
“Enhancing the Bar may require new programs and new

Cum Grano Salis {continued from page 21)

And why is that?

Judge Brown is being held in detention right now.

He's in what?!

Detention.

You put a judge in detention? Why?

It was the gm‘t'.l. sir. He tried Lo |u'iug e I|'|ru|:gh securily.
A gavel? That's not a weapon!

No? Il 1 recall, sir, when he declared a mistrial against
vou last year and banged that gavel, it hurt, didn’t it? And,
in the wrong hands. it could be used to commandeer the
courthouse.

This is getting entirely out of hand. Cell phones? Pens?
Gavels? What's next? My shoelaces? After all, I could use
them to choke the heck our of somebody in the elevator. Why
not remove my fingernails? | could scrateh somebody’s eyes
out. Oh, let’s not forget the elastic around my boxers. I could
go into the men’s room and fashion that into a pretty mean
slingshot, take a bailiff or two prisoner and hold out uneil we
get better vending machines. Holy cow, Earl, | mean, I can
understand the need for security, hut not Fascism. You don’t
happen to have a picture of Generalissimo Franco or Mussolini
in your weallet, do you?

I'm afraid I'm going to have 1o ask you to come with me, sir.

Come with you? Where?

To detention, sir.

For what? What did § do now that’s so dangerous?

Trying to overpower security with a sharp tongue and bit-
ing sarcasm. And, il you want 1o make vour one phone call,
you'll have to use the pay phone.

22 The K.C. Counselor

approaches, but we
are willing to adapi
to achieve our
goals, 7 he said.
“The high degree
of involvement by
members of the
Young Lawvers
Section may help to
guide us in our
efforts,

“*The YLS is the
shining star of our
organization, " Edgar
said. “It has tremen-

V=

dous strength in
John M. Edgar addresses members Dec.

numbers, in parlici- 3 o4 the 117th KCMBA Annual Meeting.

pation and in com-
mumity service work.
“Our future is in good hands”™

Please make the following corrections
to your 2002 Bar Directory:

Missouri Attorneys

Curotto, David (Ensz & lester, PC)

2121 City Center Square, 1100 Main Street,
Kansas City, MO 64105

816/474-8010, 816/471-7910 fax

Maycock, Valoree

P.O. Box 124, Lexington, MO 64067
660/259-2457, 660/259-2457 fax
AND Lexington Municipal Court,

P.C. Box 206, Lexington, MO 64067
660/259-3367

McCoy, Mary Gibson (Realty Title Company)
B816,/833-2773 fax

Meyers, Robert A. (Meyers Law Firm, LC, The)
222 W. Gregory, Ste. 340, Kansas City, MO 64114
B816/444-8500, 816/444-8508 Fax

Of Counsel-Retired

Meyers, Suzanne Loseke (Meyers Law Firm, LC, The)
222 W. Gregory, Ste. 340, Kansas City, MO 64114
816/444-8500, 816/444-8508 Fax

Of Counsel

Walsh, Thomas (Bottaro, McCormick, Morefield & Kubin, LC)
4700 Belleview, Suite 404, Kansas City, MO 64112-1315
816/531-8188, 816,/531-8588 fax

Walsh, Thomas J.
528 W, 3rd Street, Lee's Summit, MO 64063
816/524-3400, 816,/524-3996 fax

Thornberry, Stephen C. (Meyers Law Firm, LC, The|
222 W. Gregory, Ste. 340, Kansas City, MO 64114
816/444-8500, 816,/444-8508 Fax

www.kemba.org
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